
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
  
  



 

 

 

Policy statement 
 

 
The Salvation Army believes people are made in the image of God and have 
been entrusted with the care of the earth and everything in it. The Salvation 
Army is concerned about the effects of environmental damage on present and 
future generations. Sustainable development policies and programmes are 
required to meet the needs and aspirations of today without compromising the 
lives of future generations.  
 
The Salvation Army recognises environmental degradation as one of the most 
pressing issues facing the world today with its effects felt disproportionately by 
the most vulnerable communities particularly in terms of health, livelihood, 
shelter and freedom of choice. 
 
Salvation Army community development programmes work among many of 
the most vulnerable communities and will take practical steps to conserve and 
regenerate the environment, mitigating risks and meeting the needs of 
affected and vulnerable people.  The Salvation Army will encourage changes 
in behaviour as well as changes in attitudes.  Halting environmental 
degradation requires innovative, more equitable and sustainable approaches 
to enable people in all parts of the world to enjoy life in all its fullness. 
 

 

Background information 
 
In the past century, the Earth has suffered unprecedented and devastating 
levels of degradation resulting in unnatural changes to biodiversity, air and 
water pollution, ozone depletion and land destruction. The majority scientific 
opinion predicts increased temperatures leading to more extreme and less 
predictable weather patterns. 
 
Fossil fuels account for 86 per cent of the total energy consumed by the 
humans around the world. World energy demand is projected to rise by more 
than 36 per cent before 2035, and by up to 75 per cent in rapidly developing 
countries.1 Given the finite nature of these resources and a rapidly expanding 
global population together with the impact of industrial and rural activities, 
scientific modeling indicates this will lead to global temperature increases on a 
greater scale and at a more rapid rate than ever before. 
 
Environmental degradation is, however, more than merely an issue of energy 
efficiency or industrial carbon emissions. It is also impacted by other factors 
such as population growth, population movements and poverty. This issue 
should concern all people of all faiths and none. The solutions are not simple 
and will require a concerted effort over a long period of time. 
 
 

                                                 
1
 State of World Population Report 2009, Facing a Changing World: Women, Population and 

Climate (United Nations Population Fund) 



 

 

 

Principles – Biblical and Theological Background 
 
The Salvation Army’s response to environmental issues is based on the 
following principles: 

1. God is the creator, governor and preserver of all things. The Earth 

belongs to the Lord and everything in it (Psalm 24:1, Exodus 19:5). As 

people made in the image of God (Genesis 1:27) we have been 

entrusted with the care of the Earth’s resources (Genesis 2:15). God 

invites us to share responsibility for the care of creation and participate 

in his work of healing the world (Genesis 1:28-31, 2:15; Romans 8:19-

22). 

2. The relationship of God to his creation is one of loving care and 

concern. Humanity’s stewardship of the earth is a reflection of that 

care, as human beings are made in the image of God. The world was 

made to praise God and reveal his glory (Psalm 19:1-6); our 

stewardship of it furthers that end. 

3. The degradation of the earth is, in part, the result of human activity 

(Isaiah 24:5-6) and it is therefore our responsibility to work for its 

healing. The biblical command to humanity to ‘subdue’ and ‘rule’ 

should be interpreted as a requirement to be good stewards rather than 

understood as justifying abuse of the Earth's resources (Genesis 1:28). 

4. The disproportionate effect that climate change and environmental 

degradation has on the poorest parts of the world creates additional 

responsibilities to defend the cause of those who are vulnerable by 

restoring a sense of justice to the global community (Micah 6:8). 

Practical responses 
 
In the course of its operations, and within resource constraints, The Salvation 
Army seeks to improve its environmental performance through the following 
practical responses: 
 
1. Mitigating the impacts of environmental degradation by training, educating 

and motivating officers, soldiers, employees and all stakeholders to raise 

awareness of and demonstrate good environmental practice. 

2. Continue to respond to the impact of environmental degradation through 

community engagement, advocacy and disaster emergency responses. 

3. Support communities to adapt and prepare for natural disasters through 

training and education. 

4. Monitor international development funds through the Community Project 

Management and Support System (CPMS). Through this system the 

Salvation Army will identify environmental issues at the proposal stage for 

all development projects and actively encourage sustainable solutions 

which are acceptable locally. The CPMS system requires the identification 

and evaluation of environmental performance and impact after completion 



 
 

 

of all projects to ensure that conduct is consistent with the above 
principles. 

5. Promote environmental policies whenever possible, including recycling 
strategies, purchasing policies, waste disposal, limiting use of natural 
resources and finding innovative ways of reducing our impact i.e. modes of 
transport, printing options and recycling as appropriate in each territory. 

6. Encourage on-going co-operation and co-ordination with other faith 
communities towards the common goal of caring for God’s creation. 

7. The Salvation Army will encourage and participate in the development of 
partnerships with others to promote sustainable development and a 
reduction in the loss of bio-diversity. 

8. Both donor and implementing personnel will promote and use 
management systems, policies and practices that promote and minimise 
environmental impact. 

 

Reference documents 
 
International Social Justice Commission – A Call for Climate Justice Series, 
released August 25 2011 and available online at -  
http://www1.salvationarmy.org/IHQ/www_ihq_isjc.nsf/vw-dynamic-
index/A9B5D2FCF8FBDD03802578F70060CEC5?openDocument 
 
United Nations Environment Programme – Reports and information found at  
www.unep.org State of World Population Report 2009, Facing a Changing 
World: Women, Population and Climate (United Nations Population Fund) 
 
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change – Reports and information found 
at http://www.ipcc.ch/ 

Approved by the International Management Council on12/11/2013


	IDP - CARING FOR THE ENVIRONMENT - Approved by IMC 121113.pdf
	Enviroment pg 4.pdf



